Jewish Literature for Children Conference
Sunday, February 4, 2007
Sponsored by Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library, Association of Jewish Libraries,
Association of Jewish Libraries of Southern California

9:00 – 4:00
9:30 – 9:45
9:45 – 9:50

9:50 – 11:00

Manuscript Consultations
Library
Registration and coffee
Ziegler Hall
Greetings and Introduction
Ziegler Hall
Panel: Judaic Literature for Teens and Young Adults
Ziegler Hall

Moderator: Linda Silver is a specialist in Jewish children's literature. She edits the online guide The
Jewish Valuesfinder, co-edits books reviews for children's and teens for the AJL Newsletter, and writes
and speaks frequently about Jewish children's literature. Her MLS is from Case Western Reserve
University. She is the immediate Past President of the School, Synagogue, and Center Division of the
Association of Jewish Libraries. [Her newest AJL publication is Jewish Classics for Kids.]
Simone Elkeles loves writing teen novels because she’s a teenager at heart. Her first book, How to Ruin a
Summer Vacation, is a hilarious novel about an American girl who travels to Israel for the summer with
her Israeli dad. It was natural for Simone to write because many of her own summers were spent in Israel
with her Israeli father. Between her junior and senior year in high school, Simone went on a group trip to
Israel with 25 American teens and 25 Israeli teens for the summer. Six years after the trip, she re-met one
of the Israeli boys from the trip and married him on a kibbutz in Israel three years after that.
Simone won the Chick Lit Writers of the World Stiletto contest for How to Ruin a Summer Vacation.
YA Books Central says How to Ruin a Summer Vacation is “The best teen comedy/romance of the year”
and School Library Journal listed it as a “Remarkable Teen Read”. Simone has two more teen books
coming out in 2007, Leaving Paradise and How to Ruin my Teenage Life.
When Simone’s not writing, she’s speaking to high schools, synagogues, or teaching workshops on
writing. In her spare time, she Tivos reality television, acts as the Hockey Mom for her son and daughter’s
ice hockey team and is a Girl Scout leader for her daughter’s troop. She lives in Illinois with her Israeli
husband, two kids, and two dogs.
Debra Garfinkle grew up in the Valley and graduated from Brandeis University and UC Berkeley's law
school. She now lives in Orange County with her husband and three children, and writes an award-winning
humor column for the Orange County Register's Aliso Viejo News.
Her first novel, Storky: How I Lost My Nickname and Won the Girl (Putnam, 2005), received a starred
review from Publishers Weekly, which called Garfinkle one of "the most exciting debut novelists writing
for teens." This year Storky will be published in Germany and Italy. Garfinkle describes Storky as, "Just
like Bridget Jones' Diary, if Bridget Jones were a Jewish teenage boy in Southern California with more
depth."
In May, Putnam will publish her novel Stuck in the '70s and Berkley will publish the first novel in
Garfinkle's trilogy The Band. The Supernatural Rubber Chicken, Garfinkle's series for children, will be
published in 2008.

Sarah Darer Littman, author of the 2006 Sydney Taylor Award winning novel, Confessions of a Closet
Catholic, is a living example of the cliché, “Life Begins at 40.” After spending most of her adult life doing
things she didn’t really plan to, including such diverse occupations as financial analyst and farmer’s wife,
she finally found her true calling as a writer. When she’s not writing for young people – or chauffeuring
her own two young people – Sarah is a political columnist for The Greenwich Time and an active blogger.
She lives in Greenwich, Connecticut with her two children, a psychotic dog, and a terminally ill hamster.
Dana Reinhardt has worked on a crisis hotline, as an advocate for teens in foster care, as a fact checker for
a movie magazine, and a reader for a now defunct young adult line at a mass market paperback house all
before going to law school. After taking and passing two separate state bars Dana never spent one minute
working as a lawyer. Instead she began a career in documentary television where she spent time at
FRONTLINE and then at Peter Jennings Productions. During a break from work, when she had every
intention of relaxing, she wrote her first book A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life. This book has been
named an AJL Teen Literature Honor Book for this year. Her second novel, Harmless, also from Wendy
Lamb Books/Random House will be released on February 13th. And a third novel, as yet untitled is due
out next year. She lives in Los Angeles, California with her husband, a rabbinical school drop-out, and their
two daughters, Noa and Zoe.

11:15 –12:15
I:

Small Group Sessions

Writing for the Younger Teen Market: Sarah Littman and Simone Elkeles
Room 317
"OMG! Like, how do I get my book published?" Finding your authentic teen/tween voice:
Sarah Littman will explore how to connect with your tormented inner tween/teen and share
ways to ensure that your characters' voices ring true with today's teens. Her novel Confessions of
a Closet Catholic was chosen as the Sydney Taylor Award Winner for 2006.
Writing the Humorous Novel :
Simone Elkeles will share her experiences as an American teen traveling to Israel for the
summer and how she incorporated her overseas adventures into a novel. Her first book, How to
Ruin a Summer Vacation, came out in 2006 and was reviewed by YA Books Central as “The best
teen comedy/romance of the year!” Simone’s book was also featured in JVibe, a magazine
dedicated to Jewish teens. The sequel, How to Ruin my Teenage Life, will be released in April
2007. Whether you’re 10 or 110 you’ll enjoy this funny and interactive workshop.

II:

On the Edge: Older Teens Read about Real Problems: Debra Garfinkle and
Dana Reinhardt
Room 319
How to Make People Laugh: Eight-and-a-Half Tips for Writing Funny Stuff:
Debra Garfinkle will draw on her experience writing a humorous "Mom about
Town" newspaper column, as well as writing humorous books for teens and children.
Storky:How I Lost My Nickname and Won the Girl, her first book, is a teen novel that looks at a
boy’s problems in dealing with adolescence.
Writing -- A Journey of Self Discovery:
Dana Reinhardt will talk about writing about Faith when you are someone of no
faith, and what you learn along the way. Her book A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life was
chosen as an AJL Teen Book Award Honoree.

III:

Hot Topics: Controversial Jewish Books for Teens: Linda Silver
Library
Sex, intermarriage, Israel, the Holocaust, and family dynamics are all sensitive topics in books for
teens. In this session, we will discuss books that explore these issues and, inevitably, arouse
controversy. Some of the books that will be mentioned are: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by
John Boyne, Habibi by Naomi Shihab Nye, Light Years by Tammar Stein, Marika by Andrea
Cheng, Never Mind the Goldbergs by Matthue Roth, Real Time by Pnina Moed Kass,
Sam I Am by Ilene Cooper, Storky: How I Lost My Nickname and Won the Girl by D. L. Garfinkle,
The Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene, and Three Wishes: Palestinian and Israeli
Children Speak by Deborah Ellis.

12:15 – 1:15

Lunch
Ziegler Hall

1:15 – 2:00

Autograph Party and Dessert
Ziegler Hall

2:00 – 4:00

Optional Session: Survey of Jewish Literature for Children
Library

Jewish Children’s Literature: A Work in Progress

Linda Silver

Using Power Point presentations, Linda Silver will survey American Jewish children’s literature from the
1800’s to the present, highlighting the books, authors, events, and trends that have led to the emergence of
Jewish children’s literature as a distinct body of literature and identifying the support structure that Jewish
children’s literature needs in order to grow and mature.

**Manuscript Consultations available with editor Abigail Samoun of Tricycle Press.**

Please visit our Jewish Children’s Literature Marketplace!

This conference has been made possible through the generous donations of Judy CohnStickgold, Ellen Cole, and Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library, and the authors and editors
who have contributed their time and expertise.

