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FICTION BOOKS

Elliott, Elissa. Eve -- A Novel of the First Woman. Delacorte, 2009. Eve and her
daughters ponder expulsion in this suspenseful novel.

Galchen, Rivka. Atmospheric Disturbances. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008. A
psychiatrist living in New York is convinced his wife has been replaced by an
imposter.

Graff, Laurie. The Shiksa Syndrome. Broadway, 2008. A Jewish woman hides
her Jewish identity when she dates a Jewish man who thinks she is a shiksa.

Grant, Linda. The Clothes on their Backs. Scribner, 2008. A lonely woman
finds solace unlocking family secrets, wearing clothes that create identity, and
befriending a forbidden, criminal relative.

Gregorio, Michael. Days of Atonement -- A Mystery. Thomas Dunne/St.
Martin's Minotaur, 2008. Here is cutting historical detection set in 1807 Prussia,
just after Napoleon's victory, when the Jewish community is accused of a group
of murders.

Grunberg, Arnon and Sam Garrett, trans. The Jewish Messiah. Penguin, 2008. A
16-year-old Swiss boy becomes the friend of the Rabbi's son, then converts to
Judaism.

Halberstam, Joshua. A Seat at the Table. Sourcebooks Landmark, 2009. A
Chassidic Jew questions his belief system when he goes to a secular college.

Halter, Marek and Lauren Wayne Yoder, trans. The Messiah. Toby, 2008.
Historical fiction considers David Reubeni, a false messiah from the 16th century.

Hantover, Jeffrey. The Jewel Trader of Pegu. William Morrow, 2008. A Jewish
gem merchant moves to Burma in the 1500's, after his wife and son die.

Heller, Zoe. The Believers. HarperCollins, 2009. When the family patriarch is
felled by a stroke, his wife of 48 years and his family are forced to examine their
lives.

Hemon, Aleksandar. The Lazarus Project. Riverhead, 2008. From 21st century
Chicago readers investigate a Jewish immigrant's murder by the chief of police
100 years earlier.

Horn, Dara. All Other Nights. W.W. Norton, 2009. Follow the harrowing
adventures of a Jewish Union spy during the US Civil War as it specifically
impacted the Jews in this exciting fiction based on historically accurate events.

Houghteling, Sara. Pictures at an Exhibition. Alfred A Knopf, 2009. A son
determines to recover his family's lost artwork, stolen by the Nazis in France just
after World War I1.

Huston, Nancy. Fault Lines. Black Cat, 2008. Trace four generations of a family
from home in present day California back to World War II era Germany.

Jenoff, Pam. Almost Home. Atria, 2009. A former American graduate student at
Cambridge tries to solve a murder that took place while she was studying there.

Klein, Zoé. Drawing in the Dust. Pocket Books, 2009. Biblical archaeology,
romance, and adventure mesh in this striking debut novel about the prophet
Jeremiah and his secret love.




Koslow, Sally. The Late, Lamented Molly Marx. Ballantine, 2009. After her
unexpected death at 35 years old, Molly Marx discovers she can keep tabs on
what her inner circle of friends is doing.

Krasikov, Sana. One More Year. Spiegel & Grau, 2008. This collection of
short stories concerns émigrés from the Soviet Union.

Manseau, Peter. Songs for the Butcher's Daughter. Free, 2008. A dual story
traces the life of a Russian immigrant in New York and the person writing his
life's story.

Montefiore, Sebag. Sashenka. Simon & Schuster, 2008. Set in Russia before and
after the Revolution, a privileged Russian Jew becomes torn between both sides.

Rees, Matt Beynon. The Samaritan's Secret. Soho, 2009. Popular sleuth Omar
Yussef solves the murder of a tribe's religious leader's son in the West Bank town
of Nablus.

Reyn, Irina. What Happened to Anna K. Simon & Schuster, 2008. Reyn retells
Leo Tolstoy's classic Anna Karenina through a 37-year-old Jewish woman living
in New York's Russian-Jewish immigrant community.

Rozan, S. J. The Shanghai Moon. Minotaur, 2009. Vivid descriptions of wartime
Shanghai inspire Chinese-American Private Investigator Lydia Chin as she tracks
down a valuable brooch, the Shanghai Moon, which disappeared during the
Holocaust.

Sholem Aleichem, and Aliza Shevrin, trans. Wandering Stars. Viking, 2009.
Two lovers run away to join the Yiddish theater, rise to fame, and then are
separated.

Silva, Daniel. The Defector. G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2009. Enigmatic hero Gabriel
Allon leaves his honeymoon to discover why the Russian defector who had saved
his life has disappeared without a trace.

Spechler, Diana. Who by Fire. Harper Perennial, 2008. After his younger sister's
kidnapping, an American boy leaves his family, moves to Israel, and becomes
Orthodox.

Wiesel, Elie, and Catherine Temerson, trans. A Mad Desire to Dance. Alfred A.
Knopf, 2009. The son of Holocaust survivors living in New York thinks a dybbuk
possesses him causing his depression and his fear he is surrounded by ghosts.

Yehoshua, Abraham B. and Stuart Schoffman, trans. Friendly Fire. Harcourt,
2008. A married couple's week apart , husband caring for their family, wife aiding
her sister's family in Africa, clarifies their relationship to each other, family,
culture, and country.

NON-FICTION BOOKS

Alpern, Laura Manischewitz. Manischewitz, the Matzo Family; The Making of
an American Jewish Icon. KTAV, 2008. A new biography uncovers the lives of
the Jewish family behind this well known brand.

Bart, Michael and Laurel Corona. Until Our Last Breath - A Holocaust Story
of Love and Partisan Resistance: St. Martin's, 2008. Holocaust survivors who
were part of the Jewish resistance in Lithuania come to life in this stirring
biography.




Bascomb, Neal. Hunting Eichmann. Houghton Mifflin, 2009. Recently
declassified documents create a non-fiction thriller tracking Adolf Eichmann's
capture and trial.

Cohen, Aaron and Douglas Century. Brotherhood of Warriors. Ecco, 2008. The
autobiography discloses that an Israeli Commando is originally from Beverly
Hills.

Dinkelspiel, Frances. Towers of Gold. St. Martin's, 2008. This biography
introduces one of the most interesting figures in California history who helped
develop Los Angeles.

Draitser, Emil. Shush! University of California, 2008. This autobiography shares
what it was like growing up Jewish in the Stalinist Soviet Union.

Firestone, Reuven. An Introduction to Islam for Jews. Jewish Publication
Society, 2008. Clear writing explains the Islamic religion.

Gershman, Norman H. Besa. Syracuse University, 2008. Photographs provide
visual testament to the Muslims from Albania who saved Jews during the
Holocaust.

Gubar, Susan. Judas - A Biography. W. W. Norton, 2009. Examine how history
represents Judas Iscariot and learn if he always stands for betrayal.

Kaplan, Arie. From Krakow to Krypton. The Jewish Publication Society, 2008.
Dynamic illustrations enliven this history of Jews and the comic book industry.

Karlen, Neal. The Story of Yiddish. William Morrow, 2008. Review the history
of the colorful Yiddish language and culture.

Kelman, Ari Y. Station Identification. University of California, 2009. Set your
dial to the social significance of Yiddish radio programs in the U.S. in the 1930's
and 1940's.

Keneally, Thomas. Searching for Schindler. Nan A. Talese, 2008. The author of
Schindler's List details how he discovered an unknown Righteous Gentile.

Kritzler, Edward. Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean. Doubleday, 2008. Yoho!
Learn the true story of a group of Jews who fled the Inquisition in Spain and
Portugal, became pirates and eventually settled in the Caribbean.

Kushner, David. Levittown. Walker, 2009. In this true story about Levittown,
PA, a man made town for whites only, a Jewish family helps an African
American family move in.

Lambert, Joshua N. JPS Guide: American Jewish Fiction. The Jewish
Publication Society, 2009. This chronological guide to 125 classic Jewish novels
and short stories reviews each story, provides historical context and backgrounds
each author.

Plotz, David. Good Book. HarperCollins, 2009. Humorous and unique biblical
commentary by a Reform Jew who decided to read all of Tanach.

Radosh, Allis and Ronald. A Safe Haven. HarperCollins, 2009. Discover U.S.
President Harry Truman's pivotal role in the establishment of the state of Israel.

Ross, Dennis and David Makovsky. Myths, Illusions, & Peace. Viking, 2009.
The authors examine the history of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East and
suggest the proper direction it should take.




Sabar, Ariel. My Father's Paradise. Algonquin, 2008. A timely biography
about a Jewish family from Iraq.

Schwartz, Arthur and Ben Fink, photog. Arthur Schwartz's Jewish Home
Cooking. Ten Speed, 2008. Try one or all of over 90 Yiddish-American kosher
recipes.

Spring, Janis Abraham and Michael. Life with Pop. Avery, 2009. A kind
"how-to" offers vignettes and strategies for caring for an aging parent.

Telushkin, Joseph. A Code of Jewish ethics - Volume 2: Love Your Neighbor
as Yourself. Bell Tower, 2009. A popular rabbi teaches us how to lead an ethical,
honest, fulfilling life.

Weiss, Avraham. Spiritual Activism. Jewish Lights, 2008. This self-help
considers how to enhance leadership and spirituality by promoting social and
spiritual activism.

Wolfson, Ron. The Seven Questions You're Asked in Heaven. Jewish Lights,
2009. You can live a spiritual and more fulfilling life by analyzing the seven
questions you're asked when you die.

Wolpe, David J. Why Faith Matters. HarperOne, 2008. Famous pulpit rabbi
presents articulate and passionate call to reconsider faith and its role in our lives.
He talks to secular and religious readers and calls for open minds and open hearts.

Zornberg, Avivah Gottliecb. The Murmuring Deep. Schocken, 2009. A
respected biblical scholar critically analyzes 12 Bible stories from 3 perspectives:
psychoanalytic, literary and Midrash.

DVD'S

The Bands Visit. Sony, 2008. En route to open an Arab cultural center, an
Egyptian police band loses their way and spends the night in an Israeli village
where they cross the cultural divide to bond with their hosts.

Blessed is the Match -- The Life and Death of Hannah Senesh. Katahdin,
2008. This excellent documentary examines the life of Hannah Senesh and her
daring, determined work for the resistance movement against the Nazis.

Constantine's Sword. First Run Films, 2008. The church's 2000 year battle
against Judaism provokes a crises of faith in the author, a Catholic.

The Counterfeiters. Sony, 2008. Will seeing help you believe this incredible,
edge of the seat, true story of the largest counterfeiting operation in history, set up
by the Nazis in 1936. (In German and French with English subtitles.)

The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler. Hallmark, 2009. American High
School students discover a heroic Polish social worker arrested by the Nazi's
because she saved the lives of almost 2,500 Jewish children during the Holocaust.

Defiance. Paramount, 2008. A large partisan group in Belorussia fights the
Germans and protects the Jews during World War I1.

The Jewish Americans. PBS, 2008. Warm memories and swinging music
chronologically trace the history of Jews and the Jewish religion in the U.S.

Live and Become. Menem, 2009. A non-Jewish Ethiopian goes to Israel as part
of Operation Moses. (In Hebrew with English subtitles.)




ONLINE LIBRARY CATALOGS

Jewish Community Library of Los Angeles
www.jclla.org

Sinai Temple Blumenthal Library
www.sinaitemple.org

Valley Beth Shalom Sheila Sporn Library
www.vbs.org/library

Simon Wiesenthal Library
www.wiesenthal.com/library

4:‘/""_" 3-\’{0‘.&
ST

&

&l (35
1 AJLSC Y

l‘ Southern California
X AAAAAAA XX XA X X

Compiled by Blumenthal Library Staff, Sinai Temple
and
Ellen G. Cole, Levine Library, Temple Isaiah

For further information, see our website:
www.ajlsc.org
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